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Foreword

The Artists’ Association Punjab has demonstrated for nearly three decades
to be an open, all inclusive organisation. Besides successively holding 27
Annual Shows it has also held eight National Exhibitions and twelve Seminars
and symposiums. The present Exhibition has on display a wide range of
techniques and styles. What distinguishes the Show is its unusual diversity,
where multiple ideas and forms contend with one another. A solemn portrait
frowns at a merry prospect; an abstraction sneers at a miniature; calligraphy
haughtily stares at a collage of images; section of a painting watchfully peers
from slit of its crate; a canvas donning a ‘fig leaf’ brandishes an umbrella
dangling from its left shoulder. Most in their respective ways are pleased with
them self. Several seem wary or angry at the dreadful world.

Actually all artists are precious. Each in his/her individual way enriches
collective vision of our self. But true measure of an artist is determined by
time; by how the artist has gathered himself and assimilated the outside
world. How he/she responds to the essential ideas and events of his time.
Actually an artist cannot be more than himself - what he his self ‘is. Often
work of artists who ape and imagine to be more than their own measures are
often shallow. For any artist to be inspired by expression of old or modern
masters is a healthy attribute. After all, whatever we paint today is the result
of collective endeavour and achievements of all those who preceded us. But
artists who plagiarise or mimic others or naqal without aqal have a serious
problem. Devoid of truth and inner motivation art leads no where.

The Association is sometime chastened for its criteria of selection. As a
policy, at the risk of reprimand, the Association encourages budding artist
with visible talent. This becomes particularly important when there is a
lack of interest shown by commercial art galleries in investing on emerging
artists and apathy exhibited by state institutions specifically established for
promotion of art and culture.

The Artists today are faced with a unique challenge. We are passing through
times when our entire neighbourhood is deluged with momentous
happenings.Itis engulfed in blood and gunpowder smoke; by bloody violence
and suicide bombings, target killings, kidnappings, sectarian assassinations
and gross rampaging intolerance. Surely these tragic and dreadful events that
we suffer everyday cannot be other than harbingers of better days. The old
established world is dying. New ideas are sprouting. A new determination will
take root. Who else can define this moment better than our own artists? We
must grasp this moment; not let it slip out of our fist. No one can seize it more
truly than us. No doubt these are world embracing events but we are the
ones who have been directly targeted day after day, for months and for years.
While most of the world reads and hears about it, we live, perceive and suffer
it. This could be our moment; the moment of ushering in our Renaissance.
This could be our own period of history, attributed to us by world art historian
exclusively as ours. It is a challenge we cannot flee; an invitation that cannot
be declined.

Mian ljaz ul Hassan
Feb, 12,2013
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Glimpses
Inauguration of 26th
Annual National Exhibition
2012, organized by Artists’
Association of Punjab

Left to Right: Maliha Azami
Aga, Dr. Rahat Naveed Masud,
Dr. Musarrat Hasan, Samina
Khalid Ghurki, Ghulam Mustafa,
Mahboob Ali, Amjad Igbal

Left to Right: Quddus Mirza,
Maliha Azami Aga, Samina
Khalid Ghurki, Ghulam Mustafa

A view of Gallery at the
Opening ceremony of 26th
Exhibition 2012.




Glimpses
Symposium 2012

Dr. Rahat Naveed Masud

Left to Right: Shahnawaz Zaidi, Dr. Rahat Naveed Masud, Musarrat Mirza, Mian ljaz ul Hassan, Ata ul Hag Qasmi, Ghulam Mustafa
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Nosheen Saeed

Humaira

Sehrish Bilal

Saima Vine Akram Dost Baloch
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Farah Khan

Zohra Munir

Mohsin Shafi

Raza ur Rehman

Tahir Khan

Amina I. Pataudi
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ICI Pakistan Limited

Building
on our

69 years of successful presence have
established ICI Pakistan as a leading
manufacturing concern that touches lives
across the country day after day through
diverse products for nearly every industry
in Pakistan. Our sustainability as a
company however, depends on so much
more ~ how we deal with our people, and
how we give back to our communities.

Initiatives such as our village in Munda
Headworks-Khyber Pakhtoon Khwa is an
example of the kind of community
investment we believe in. Built for families
who lost everything in the 2010 floods,
this project was entirely funded by IC!
Pakistan employees. We fook forward to
continuing to improve lives as we move
towards a future of exciting possibilities.
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