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Kiirri, Do not Let Bygone be Bygone'
Mamoona Khan

Abstract

The article deals with the Early Modern wrban site of Kirri, in the
surroundings of Rawalpindi. The study, based on archival materials as
well as on field reconnassaince, introduces the first complete overview on
that neglected (and now endangered) site, once the seat of a flourishing
regional market town.

o . nin 1905,
Fig. 1 - Map of Kairri. called Lathan Jocal dialect, drawn

hor s archives.
"All the photos are by the Author or belong to the Aut
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Kiirri, Do not Let Bygone be Bygone

1. lntroduction

Karri, now a small town in the vicinity of Rawalpindi al}d part of the
federal arca is 13.8 km away from the [form_er]. Islamabad Airport (Benazir
Bhutto International Airport). Ag,es7 back Kurri was a splendid city; still it
is called and written Kirri shahar”, although now it has turned to a very
small town, When Kiirri was at its meridian, Rawalpindi was only a small
place inhibited by a few number of people. But a reversal turn took place
and now Kurri is in oblivion while all among us arc familiar with
Rawalpindi, where a densely populated area keeps a busy old road named
Kiirri Road which passes through heart of the city. It is a reminder of the
splendour and hustle and bustle of the city named Kdrri.

Fig. 2 - Back side of Lafha.

>
Shahar means city,

5 and Kiirri i ;
exist. 15 called city from the days when Rawalpindi did not even
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Living pations never br_eak links with their
(hem up to the same vainglory and if it is not so fapy)0
5 lesson to attain a better .pOS.lliOH. But the history sf Kiirr

neglected domam',‘ although 11.st1]1 keeps remaing of a fort Urrl is a bi
a legendary Masﬂ_d, along with ancient wel]s and a few a Gurdawarg’,
named after certain ca;sts like Masjid-i Khatikan and M Othr mf)sques
MoreoVver, archaeological sites like Hindy Temple @5jid-i Qadiyan,

- S, Dhar Achs
indication of many wells that have got extinct, are poin‘:ZZLhalas and

past. If i

out In an
regrettable
plots to the
0 vanish the

authentic map of Kurri [Kurree] (Figs.1-2) drawn in 1905, 1y i
that modern plans of the government of Pakistan (o al.lot
Federal Govt. officials at this place can become 3 e
dissipating oddments of the history of K{irri.

Fig. 3 - Aboard at Kiirri
School narrating its history.

Etymology of the word Karri is variously interpreted. 891116 ass.ocigt.illt
with the word Kiir of Puthuihari language that means blind, }\'hlleb lfo:Z
Use word Kaur for woman (a large number of Sikh populations, b¢

3 .
ASikh temple is called a Gurdawara.
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Kiirri, Do not Let Bygone be Bygone

o at K, Fig: 3)

])ilrlll‘l()n, lf].h‘l,bltlci;lchoufrr;(,GF:]% is) xactly like other small towns of the
| 1h'c ﬁ:;:!nh 2 recently repaired paved road exists there, but not for its
O, = e dwellers (see below). The people of Karri are
natives, rather for its future dwf : o

educated, civilised and hospitable, mostly having simple a“dT clean
dwellings, along with deep rout‘ed reverence for this _p]acc;. I\anngd
Kishaur Wikram, a renowned Indian writcr belongs to thlss soil and still
yearns for it, calling it a beautiful and attractive \'fa]ley. Despite 'the
istorical value, it is a completely neglected town and instead of allocating
funds to save its artefacts that connect us 1o the ancient past of Puthiihar,

decisions are made for replacing the indigenous into modern dwellings not

for the natives but for higher officials of the federal territory. It may turn

this beautiful piece of land into a replica of some European city, but at the

cost of its precious heritage, and still it lacks basic facilities of the modem

era. Electricity was provided in 1970 but water and facility of gas for

domestic use is still lacking.

Kiirri being on the cross roads, was once a gold market and a supplier
of goods to the surrounding settlements including Kahita. Murree and
Kashmir. Salt besides oil and g °, were the major commodities supplied
through this path to the Kashmirites. But now there are very few familiar
with its magnificent past, and not even a single monograph is attributed to
this place. For being in the region of Puthiihar, some of the writers have
mentioned it in their treatises on Puth@ihdr, but at a cursory glance,

allocating only one or two lines to it. It should be documented before its
history completely vanishes even from the minds of its own dwellers,

living here from generations.
2. Puthahar

\T\:l:)f-dlscnp|Pmlm‘hﬁr' according to Aziz Malik is a combination of two
Ol the native language: puth and dr The former means back and the

* Anothe ssible link

Millennium BCE. ¢d a flourishing kingdom in Punjab across mid-1st
~ His book Uniswan 4 dhiya
:etllm to the place of his in

'U 4 c > ‘ 11 |
Al d]SO narrates about [he paS[ ()1 ]\U“]. 1 Vi1 y

fancy.
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l;uu:r slan(!s tor like, so it connotes back like. 1t defines the undulating
surlacc. ot carth of this region, which is neither plain nor fullf-'
mountamnous; rather there are plains and ridges or rugged terrains
cm-nhmcd (Mn}ik I‘)SZ: I1). Some associate it wilB Bhatli\\'é:r:or Pupe har
twisted o Puthiihar . Whichever meanino 1S atla_ched with the word
Puthtthar *, Kiirri is part of it. i r
. ‘Th‘c perimeters of Puth@ihar are also variously
limit it to the talsil Gujar Khian, w -
bcl§\'ccn the river Sawan and Nil
Puthithar allocates
River

given. Some people
hile others restrict it to the region
a Kansi’. But Minhas in Tartkh-i
a vast land to the region: from Mardan to Jahlum
iver, and on the other side, from mountains of Kutli Panchh in Azad
Kashmir district, including Murree to the Indus Kaisar Mountains in
Sargudha district (Minhas 1978: 40)

3. Mandi Kurri

Prior to the advent of Pakistan Kiirri was inhibited by Hindu clans, Sikhs,
Jain and Muslims. But with the divide Hindus and Sikhs migrated to India,
and now Muslims are the only inhabitants of this region while marks of
cultures of the other two, once dominant are now disappearing rapidly.
Locals narrate that there were three major markets in Asia: Mandi
Amratsar, Mandi Baha al-Din, and Mandi Kiirri. The market of Kirri was

" Rahat Chighta’t also agrees with the previous interpretation (Chighta’i 1990: 61).
Another source attributes it to the Bhatti tribes of Rajpit clan. still scattered all over this
region, which was called Bhattiwar, twisted to Puthwar and then turned to Puthuhar’
(Minhas 1978: 33). An interesting account is written in Kai Goharnamah that Ra"1 Pithura
while defeating Ghaurid Sultan Shahab al-Din chaised him till niver Sindh. On return he
stayed with Gakhars near Daingli that was replete with a variety of flowers. He was so
pleased that he exclaimed the region with joy Pupe har, meaning garland of flowers. In
Hindi Pupe is flower but the natives being unaware with the word pupe called it puthe, so
it got tamous as Puthehar (Dani Chand 2004: 51-52). Another source traces origin of this
word from the Hindu god Ardhaniri Tyshawritha, was hall man and half woman called
Puta m Sanskrit of Kashmir. So the land where Puta god was worshiped was called
Puthuhar (Naqvi 1995: 10-11).

* Date of onigin of the word Puthiihdr is unknown, but according to Minhas it is present in
the books of Sultin Gakhar_Shiah, also famous as Gakharfin Shah. He started ruling
Puthtihar in 41271022, which is not more than twelve hundred years back (Minhas Tarikh
31). In Tuzk-i Jahangivi boundaries of Puthuhar are defined from Haith to Margalla.

’ Nila Kansi starts from Kalar Sayidan and falls in river Jehlum near Mangla.

Vol. 40, No. 2, December 2017 139
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ance lies in the fact that it was covered from all
ere available there, including a huge area for

the selling and purchasing of gold. So, it was fall]OL}S as’ %Ol(i]l?1~£]r]<|CI Eoo.
People from the surrounding settlcn?cnls usc‘d tol Lon;;] 0 '“,br]p i’l{CL. 19
purchase anything they needed. RCSIdCI_ﬂ§ 01. Malut, Bhaigaiwal, arur,
Kahiita, Murree, Kashmir, etc., used to visit this p]ace to buy comm_odltlcs
of daily utility along with objects for ccremoplal usage. At the time qf
marriages, religious festivals or on other sm"nlar occasions v1|s011 to this
market was essential, for, it fulfilled all their required needs ™~ because
everything was available from this single place. It was like today’s Raja
Bazar of Rawalpindi that keeps cach object of utility, from eatables to
utensils, cloths, gold and silversmiths, etc. Moreover caravans of traders
used to move twice a week from Karri Mandi '"""{o Murree and then to
Kashmir. Goods were transporied on karainchis 12 donkeys, mules or
horsebacks. It was a favourite place of grain merchants. Landlords of the
surrounding regions used to come to the Kiirri market to sell their crops':
grains, corn or cotton, etc., for all sorts of goods were sold and purchased
there. Murree under the British Raj had almost a similar market; goods
were brought from the plains to Karri, then to Murree and from there to
the adjacent settlements.

Kirri Bazar was almost 1km long and all covered. It started from
Qil‘ah wali Dhakki '* (Fig. 4) and continued very long, keeping all the

very large, but main import
around. All sorts of goods W

' The account is given by Amjad Hafiz, a resident of Karri. His father Abd al-Aziz was a
teacher at Kiirri School, who got retired in 1994, and grandfather Maulvi Abd al-Ghani

was retired as headmaster from the same school. Map of Kiirri of 1905 was provided by
the same source.

:; Mandi is a market place.
In’ 1he‘[anguage of I_’ulhﬂhﬁr Karainchi is a bull cart, from plains goods were brought
?3n Karainchis to Kiirri,
q 1Prli)'f. Khalida Parvin_ of Political Science at Postgraduate Govt. College of Women,
n;]rfm]etg l;m;vn, lBawalplm.il, belo'ngs to Kahiita town, gave valuable account of Kiirri
i yH1er ather, while making her beloved daughter familiar with their ancestors of
il COu.one was a larnd'lord an_d told that they used to come to the market of Kiirri to sell
crops. It is interesting that the natives of this region have some pride for the

rugged terrains, Puthiihari :

ch%l%]ren 5"3“11(5, Puthiihari language and their customs and traditions. They never let their

TP speak at home any language other than Puthiihar
Qil'ah is fa ort and dhakki is a highe .

the market started from the place wh
keeps the traces of a fort underneath

fP]{ice lhat covers something underneath. It means
ich is quite high from its surroundings and which

140
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goods of necessity. From pulses, grains, vegetables, fruits. sugarcanes, to
oil, and leather goods, for oil merchants and leather merchant were in
abundance there. A proof of it is still existing Masjid-i Khattkan'". Herds
of animals were brought from the plains of the lower Punjab and their
skins were utilised and even sent to Murree and Kashmir. Two folded path
led from Kirri to Kashmir: from Qil‘ah wali Dhakki to Chhappran,
Bhaigaiwal, Murree road,'ﬁAngGri to Murree. and the other path starting
from the similar place to *Ali Pur Farash. Karuf to Murree and from there
to Kashmir. From Thana'” Warith Khan in Rawalpindi to Kirri. there was
8 km long paved road named Kirri road still exists there. It starts from
Rajabazar, crossing Murree Road at Niz Cinema. passing through Chah
Sultan, it crosses Rawal Road that is a present addition. didn’t exist
before. It then moves to Sadigabad, crossing Chirrah Road at Haji Chawk.
passes through transformer Chawk, Tarla’i. Tramri, “Ali par Farash.
Pindurian to Kirri. Despite the present state of Kiirri, the road bespeaks its
previous splendour.

Fig. 4 - Qilg wali Dhakki, a place of
ancient Kam market.

" Khatikan are leather workers: leather dyers and processors.

"“ The old Murree road that passed through the region where Rawal Dam exists now.
Remains of this road still get visible in dry seasons when scarcity of water in the dam
causes the ground under water visible.

"’ Thana is a police station.
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4. A bit of history

o wen the Mughal Emperor Jahangir mentions
History of Kurri is very “Id" L\..k'l\\. (hat after suppressing the revolt of
(in Tuzk-i Jahangiri. ‘”\k{ “”1.:‘“ l\';lblll. On 7" Dhi al-Hajj, 1015 hijra,
Khustau in \l 607, he duuld‘u. (0 \,]:\.mt,‘tm-mmh Jahangirpiira, present day
IEARIGHOL) e l,;:lmrg ~llm\l‘ g o i tfw Bhukﬂm. then to Pakkah, he stayed
Sh".”_ilu_lp(!‘?-ll:l‘];‘l,]l\.l\\l,g:.l\;.‘:cl.:: :H(:;::md El;mus for crocodiles, a little away
}l‘ll-oll\\i“{l:lk{l;‘:\\%::l ‘la\m'n.'prcscnl day R:‘n\'ulpindi and then to lhc_ﬁhar}aﬁza ,
moving to Attock. The place Kar 1S dcﬁmtcly. present Kurri, for a.II
udiucc[ﬂ lands mentioned by Jahangtr, directs lo this place, and the pond‘ls
prL‘scm day Riwal Dam. But history of Kurri 1s even older than ll?al, lor‘
Chhappran: land surrounding Kirri from north-cast, keeps a variety of
sculptures of Buddha, many excavated but still requires 1o be searched out
from under the carth. Abd al-Aziz, a teacher of the school of Kurri once
kept those sculptures which were taken over by the Pakistani government
and placed in the Taxila Muscum. Jahangir also mentions that word Kir in
the Gakhar dialect stands for destruction or dissipation. The Kirri fort and
ancient Buddhist edifices might not be intact even at his time!

Among the tribes of Kiirri, at the time of partition, there was no royal
family, various clans, all living together. All spoke Puthiihari language,
cven Hindus and Sikhs used pure Puth@ihari. Trade was in the hands of
Hindus of Kiirri who were educated and very rich at that time. An

authentic source (?l\ mformation is the map of 1905 that points out a large
Al o 5 d ] & 1 l)

num'l?u of chah ™, dharamsala g marghat *°, khangah *', school, and

masjid. E Su ' |

el 1Lll1lclnn hz\“d his dharamsala and chah, such as dharamsala qum
darast, daharamsala qum Dham, eotc. 1y shows that Kirri was an

import; .
Cll:l:lt?::“ place, keeping all the requisites of a civilised society
> €SS seems 1o be an essenti _ '
ssentis : o s -
¢ ntial part of their living, for presence of a

0 : | < Y l(i LaCh Cl( l] \ l E

:\, Chah in Puihiihgyi |

Dlmr'umsdlah or
pﬁlacc where almg
“Marghar s 4 pl
~ Khangah is gy

anguage is a pit-wel]
Dhummgﬁ&lah is
are distribyte

{LL disty |butlud. Orarest house for {
‘. €W here Hindus burn the
velling place of's

A build: s
building used for g p1ous purpose by Hindus; a

Jselortravelers or pilgrims.

arthi that is dead bodies.

AInts or pious persons.
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Fig. 6 - Remains of the Kirri fort.
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3. Topography

The Fort

Kirri is situated at 33° 68' N and 73° 18'. E. Once it had'a fort. A thin
hadrau (moat) still surrounds it, an essential feature of fortified places. A
fow marks of fortification are still visible from underneath the school
joh from the moat. Two decades back, walls of the fort
¥ s of the school (Figs. 5-6).

which is now very h
were visible as part of the boundary mark
\Minhas. while discussing forts of Puthhar says that account of Kirri Fort
is variously given by different writers for being almost in oblivion. Some
refer it to the fort of Kirri Shahar, while others locate it on the mount
opposite Taxila. because remains of both are so inconspicuous that cannot
narrate their past (Minhas 1978: 163). But reasoning minds will relate it
with the former. on the ground that a fort which is named after a place
cannot be situated at a distance of miles from the place whose name it
bears. So the Karri Fort mentioned by Minhas is very much the one which
once surrounded Kdrri Shahar. The Lambardar 2 of Kurri Mr.
Muhammad §baﬁf:3 told about a mut ka kunwan 24 on the NE wall of the
fort. because courts of justice were held there and criminals hanged in the
death-well. His ancestors told him that the courts of Justice in Kurri were

far older than that of Rawalpindi.

The School

The school now named. Islamabad Model School for Boys (VI-X), Kurri,
Islamabad is more than a hundred years old. A rcspﬁclcd old man of Kirri,
Qadi Muhammad Ashraf Sahib 2. ninety-two years old. was a student and
later a teacher of that school, who got retired in 1980. Qadi Abd al-"Aziz

= Lambardar is the headman of a village
= His family has giv ‘da hievi or f
v has given lambardar to the village for five generations: the first among his

family was Lambardar Nu an F: A A
i Al ﬂm(f. dar Nar, then Fadal 1l1ahi, Bustan, Muhammad Saddique, and then

34 -
3 It1s a “death-well™.
~ He also has a v: i

¢ a valuable re eepi B
Mo F:‘l‘:ll(itsf‘t_g}fler. keeping a record of funds and materials of the school
o A q-,,/;,[ (10?‘1(\ en by the R_ed-Cross to students and materials for the school
P t:\'.a pa ck), and sanditg (boxes), etc collected from other places.ﬁé’- 7-

g 3 admaster named Ch. Ram Widhaya along some other teachers.

144 |
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and his father also studied from this school and became the Qddi ** of the
region from Khanna Shakriyal to Sunth village. Since professions of
people were labeled as their casts, so his grandfather Qadi Ghulam Nabi
and great grandfather Qadi Quib al-Din were Qddi al-Qudda’. So the
family got the nomenclature of Qadli.

ST MRS R A Y
) *A_v._.__‘ "!_.,‘ \“n,

Figs. 7-8 - Register of the School
keeping record from 1927 to 1947.

ibQ&di is a judge. .
*’Oadi al-Qadda is a Chief Justice.
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oresting account of the school when he was a
o Hindu named Bakhshi Chait Ram
and English. The school hud
ad to live there for at [cast six
d kept engaged by twelve at
Jagyut, Tarlda’i, Barakahu,
der the Karri middle

The old man gave Very int
student there. The headmaster Was
was qualified as masters 10 Mathematics
boarding quarters as well and every student h
months. where he had to get up by 4 AM an
night. Moreover. schools of Cherrah, Kirpa,
pind Bigwal. Malpar, Khanna Dak etc. all were un

school.

e =]
gl
——

e
T, s

g s PR
b ne ot 'y
$: e - o
By Sl Y e
I

Fig. 9 - Akbari Masjid afler the renovation (1994)

He tells that there were tw
Vernacular Sc o types of schools at th i
ST il Ot]?:rolsi ba.r;dl Vernacular Schools: the fonnera:al,tll:;]tc 'EA”_glo
while Kirri School iv: S:nd the latter, other subjects wilh(iput E ngl'ISh
Vernacular was Rs.3.50 s Angelo vernacular. Monthly fee of nglish,
.3.50 and of Vernacular was Rs.1.30 Whex?dthle Anglo
S ailly wages
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of a labourer was only two anas 2®.

. 10 - Small arches flanking the courtyard of the Masjid.

The Mas;jid

Two most ancient places of Kurri are Jami‘ah Masjid and Gurdawara,
called by the natives of Kiirri as Akbari Masjid and Baradari. Masjid is
thought to be constructed in 198 Hijra and Gurdawara in the Sikh era. The
former is now orbed in new attire where it has completely lost its original
state and the latter is in complete dilapidated condition but both are at their
original places. A poetic inscription on the spandrels of central mihrab of
the mosque defines that an Iranian trader came here and laid its
foundations in 198 Hijra (Javadi 173-75) that is 815 A.D. (Fig.11).

But usually, a building is hard to survive for thirteen centuries; morcover

28 . -
One rupee had sixteen andas.
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<o old. It is also famous among the nati\‘cs_ as
ts present S “.“::‘:f o --\.».;--::b';: whether the mosque has any link
Akban ": _-T‘:_'_'_j,:“;:f:::c.’ ~ot? History deciphers that Akbar
i e MR S enle issues of the Gakhaf Clan, who always
e A helpfil to the Mughals. He stayed for a few days, in 2
R e - of River Sawin, There he went on 2 lion hunt trip on the
T B L <.dsr Said Khan. and also extended matrimonial ties
B s - 1aomier (Aziz 130). It means that Mughals used to
S .. i similar accounts of other Mughal emperors too.

S Tpb.aber Thus Akbar’s visit to Kiirmi is not out of question.
who visitad Putnunar. 10U AAUA 5 VS

e —ry & P S ; . . ’ ‘ i |

M .
4 .

Furthermore. the structure of the mosque at many places resembles
buildings of Akbar’s period. Shapes of arches around the courtyard that
are not monumental in their scale but have less than human scale. is also
visible in the period of Akbar (Figs 10 and 13). because Hindu elements is
most conspicuous in the Mughal art and architecture of Akbar’s regime.

14% Vol. 30, No. 2, December 2017
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Architecture being plas its decoration is usually two or thy
s e 'ee
¢ kept both types of ornamentation

dimensionat: Akbart Masjid 100- onc

The former in Fresco and the latter i relief form. It is unfortunate eno

{hat Fresco has been engulfed by white paint of modern renovation Ofutih

Masjid whereas threc dimcnsional is still visible through paint (see Fi i
1t of the mosque s unknown but it has columnlx%;

12-14). The original 1ayot
~ construction, also having arches around the small

and (rabeated style of €O
{ the sanctuary is covered with a dome

courtyard and central part 0 ¢
ated structure but decorated with soffits of a false arcl
])

Entrance 1S trabe
anels formed int0 rectangles, topped by projected thin

surrounded by
esting pattern of two non-functional minarets

COrmIces. Skyline forms inter
- 29
between™ . Entrance door opens up in a thin corridor

with seven cupolas n
with small scale pointed arches flanking the courtyard that are six in

number. From inside these arc simple pointed but facing courtyard these
are three tiered; the pointed arch is most recessed, little projected is
spandrels of the foliated arch and a bit more projectcd is the rectangle
surrounding all. similar to the entrance door. It forms interesting patterngof

light and shade.

29
=" The m
_minarets are a | .
they did not exist. ater addition and part of renovation because 2
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Central part of the sanctuary s square and covered with o dome, 1o
extended novth-south having flat ooy,

; Covermg asquare withe s ol
needs some ;ltidlll\‘l\ [ l'l“ m songe

eds ol tansiion which i provided hepe
with simple usual squinehes, i the fou comers, Fhe centeal smidnaly 1w

within a blind arch, spandrels of it are divided into thiee nechionsg the
central one is i the shape ot asmall foliated blind areh which now e
the above mentioned poetic msenpton, suwrrounded by half 1) iped
panels. Central 2ifirab has two small niches on each side (o place small oil
lamps within, but now keeping the Holy Quetan, Gomg with the peneral
decorative scheme, small niches oo are surrounded by blind folinted
arches. These are shghtly recessed from rectingulie panels around them,
Upper part of inner side of milrad oo, have similm shiphtly recenned
panels with the same toliated blind arches, while Tower part of it have jus
rectangular panels, five in number (Fig, 1), 1 is the only surviving
decoration. A few  decades back, it was fully decked with floral
ornamentation on the spandrels of the centeal milab, and pillars bhut all
lost m the guise of renovation, under the thick white paint (Fip, 13),
Though, at places 1t peeps through the sections where white paint iy
chipped oft. Morcover, embossed designs ol fiescoes are taintly visible
through the white paint. The structre s a mixture of areh and beam
styles. Combination of both the styles ol construction was started by
@lﬁl_h al-Din Tughlag v the  subcontinent, Here  decorative  and
constructive elements are combined together,

The masjid 1s a witmess of history that viewed many phases of
reverence and disrespect. Anjum Lafiz gives a valuable account narrated
by his father that a Bodhi tree was :ldjilt‘t‘l'll o the masyid. At the time of
prayer Sikhs started jinglhing bells, tied with the tree and incanting
mantras, which disturbed those absorbed in prayers. One night Muslims
pulled the tree and threw it away somewhere, although it was very hupe,
that seems miraculous. People were astounded in the morning (o see (hat
the ground was plain without any mark of roots or stem ol the tree. In
consequences, his grandfather Maulvi Abd al-Ghani and his elder brother
Ghulam Qadir had 1o go 1o jail because it was Sikh rule and the tree was
sacred to them. Another sacrilegious act in the Sikh Raj, was conversion of
the masjid into stable where Sikhs used to tie their horses. Aller partition it
was cleansed by digging deep, 1o clear the smells of feces of the horses,
tied there.
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The hammam, /e chah and the Gurdaward

hah (pit-well), outside western wall of

: ithac
ammam along wit o 3y T . e e
There was atlhat cupplicd water 10 the masjid. In chilled wcdthcr§ ‘:}l metal
t?_e I}}’O\izqatsl,cused lo get it warm: 2 Mughal device to warm watcer. The well
( IJ}[I ’

- .nitaph stone, still visible, but
: onry with an epitap , SU
structed of fine ston¢ mas R iiHesar
lSi(t:l?gut inscription, for it is flaked out due to the ravages of weather and
w ,

climate (Fig.16).
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Fig. 16 - Epitaph stone of the well of Akbari Md.\jic/.

The other surviving ancient building is a Gurdawara decaying rapidly,
also popular among the locals as baradari (Kalhoro 2010, 1d. 2012)
(Figs.17-18). It is an octagonal structure of thin bricks, placed on a raiscd
plinth of twelve stairs with eight arched entrances, one on cach side. Inside
its centre is another smaller octagonal structure, with four entrance arches.

30 oy, -
Diya is an oil lamp made up of baked clay.
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1 Y 7 1041 1 ‘I G R T ' )
Figs. 17-18 - Present state of Gurdinwara or baradari ol Ktrri. The same in 1982,
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a bharadari. Tt is regrettable that the outer

olished and now only the inner structure
covered with a dome which is

that made the natives call it
structure is completely dem ;
1ves. plac : | plinth an
survives, placed on an octagonal p vith ‘
not pronounced from outside, visible only from the inside (Fig. 19). But

closer view deciphers remains of the surrounding walls, and at corners of
the plinth. minor remains of pilasters still survive that once adorned the

structure.

Fig. 19 - Inner side of outer octagon of the Gurdawara.

It zls_ not very far that outer walls of the octagon were intact. Pictures of
21:' cylin?r ﬁart ot_ 1980s _keep valuable record of it °'. The whole structure was
gnally covered with a huge ribbed dome which was onion shaped but a

oit compressed (which was visj i 2
sible ull t 32 .
central part had a double dome. Hl the 1970s) . This means the

For providing these valuable pj

I TR ~

CCUCaTIonst I 1

e J.}._gZamr Haider Baburj
© 3 2130 described by Zapr

SQURAL VISIOT 1o this place

ctures. I am thankful to the Rawalpindi based artist and

m
il

ar 1 - :
Haider Baburi, the arntist of Rawalpindi, who was a
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Fig. 20 - Niche of inner side of the outer octagon of Gurdawara
with pictures on panels and an epitaph in Gurmukhi.
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at

Figs. 21-24 - Illustrating the
inner octagon with the portrait of
Baba Guru Nanak on SE wall
(now and 1n 1982), and the
soffits.

156 Vol. 40, No. 2, December 2017

Scanned with CamScanner



dimis il wf Aidini 0 1ol i

Vol 40, No. 2, December 2017

Scanned with CamScanner



Nirri. Do not Let Bygone be Bygone

Such an impressive structure, in it original state! The dis“SiPm”}g "Cl?ilins
narrate  that it was adorned  with  (wo .amd ll.ucc El|111cn51()|1;‘1
ornamentations: fresco painting and brick !W'“B designs. Each arched
entrance of outer octagon had an arched ventilator on its top and two blmd
arches. one on its cach side. Blind arches are three llCI'C.(I'. lhc.mncr
rectangular part is surmounted by a pointed arched Shupc_, ?111]1.: pl.()J.cctcd
from it. is foliated spandrels of arch, surrounded by a further projected
rectanele. On both sides of ventilators blind arches arc lrzmw(.l by p.llasl.crs.
Each side of the octagon is topped by a thin projcclcq cornice with rick-
rack placing of bricks underneath that forms interesting pattern of light
and shade. ,

A similar division is repeated on inside walls, where blind arches are
in the form of niches. perhaps to keep sculptures. These arc surmoum.cd by
smaller blind arches of the size of the central ventilators, also three tlcrgd:
inner most keeping painting of vascs, fruit dishes, pcacocks_ or portraits,
ete. (Fig. 19). A little bit projected arc spandrels of foliated arches,
recessed from the outer most square. In between upper and lower blind
arches there are small rectangular epitaph in Gurmukhi. It is surmounted
by parallel double cornices in undulating geometric movement, and the
whole very symmetrical in design. Inner structure with four arched
entrances is symmetrically decked like the outer. Entrance arch is pointed,
surmounted by foliated blind spandrels, horizontal rectangular panels for
epitaph in Gurmukhi (Figs. 20-21), and delicate undulating geometrical
cornice. Blind arches on the other hand, were fully bedecked with fresco
paintings.

The vertical rectangular panels portraying, according to Kalhoro
(2010, 2012), Baba Giiru Nanak and his companions, Bala and Mardana.
The south-castern walls still have traces of it. Dome also once kept floral
designs (Kalhoro 2010, Id. 2012). Pilasters supporting foliated spandrels
are placed at edges of the octagon have delicately carves bases and tops
with lotus and acanthus petals, mixture of Buddhist and Greek traditions
(Figs. 25-29). Soffits too, are bedecked with floral and vegetal
ornamentations in fresco (Figs. 24). On the north-castern side a well still
survives, though not functional now. The whole structure is decked and
designed symmetrically.
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1he residences

Old residential buildings of Kiirei worth mention 00, All are
and carved stone masonry, while doors
carving, although wear and e

ol chiseled
Ors are specimen of beautiful wood
ool ages has engulfed (heir Crispness.
Column, beam and arch are combined in construetion tha plays the role of
constructive and - decorative elements. Most of the doon ays, though
having column and beam style are provided with arched entrances,
projected from the doors (Fig, 30).

Fig. 30 - Entrance gate of a house known as Hindit un ka chubara.
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' laid in radiating
_foiled, with wcdge-shaped stones =

VOBREE 1 WCdg(? Ofa house, know & et er of 1935. It means the
century. A ,-csld,"fntb 0S demolished in the earthqu(a;den 5ondi e delicate]y
upper storey ol It WET hundred years old. Its wo F the entrance doos L
house Is more ”]a'? ! d floral patterns. Fr P sed of leaves and
carved in geometric anbcaring separate designs, 0011111P0 i mer Sl
Upree Siipsio) C;(;V;;% While the inner door of the m
flowers (Figs. 30-32).

) : ral and vegetal patterns,
M s intricately carved, having geometric, flo

dalan 18 1 a

(Figs. 33-30).

130

g A i, .

Fig. 31 - Details of Fig. 30.

.« . 1 Of
The most common design of the structures of Kirri is a clombl(li]a;rl;?]es,
pointed arch, attached with foliated arch, rcctangulqr pancls an BotiEns
whether the structures are wooden, of stone or of brick masonry. n e
of the door also follow the same pattern. Most unusual design is ?ation,
underside of the spandrels that form a sort of architectural represen

1 8 - - '
Hindii 'wn ka chubara means house of a Hindu
1 ~

A sort of lounge
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with huge double corbelled arches having thick pillars and smaller arched
entranees h_cln\\". A plantis also prowing through pillars, and huge bells o
cages hanging in the centre of the arches, Al this is cmrved on the lnkmvl
underneath the spandvels of the dadan door (Fips, 33-35). Upper most part
of it have three seetions with perfeet peometric patterns, the central
concentrie to twelve-petal flower and the side ones on sis pointed star, 1 is
exactly similar to the Istamic designs and carvings, Frame of the door s
huge and has marvelous variety of mtricately carved beautiful designs that
bespeak the skill of their ereators. Even nail-heads that join thick picees of
wood are star shaped, not simple nails, called in the native dialect as Ak,

Fig. 32 Details
ol the door ol
another residence.,

Fig. 33 - Pattern of
the arch on the
door ol a dalan

(see Fig. 34).
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Figs. 34-35 - Dhe door of a dalan (see
Fig. 34), and details of the upper panel.
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Figs. 36-37 - Niches at the entrances of houses, shaped with skillfully chiseled stone.

Old residential buildings and wells are in stone masonry, bricked
symmetrically in circular structures of wells, horizontals of walls and
diagonals in radiating arches. Fagade of every house has a small niche on
each side of the entrance door, usually covered with a single stone,
beautifully chiseled like the finial of a dome (Figs. 36-37). It was used to
keep diya® in it that was lit at night. Moreover, houses were faced
dakhan-uttar that is south-north, which is align to the natural flow of wind
that keep these structures airy, fresh and cool, a device frequent in ancient
buildings of this region but now, long forgotten. Doors in the ancient
structures were faced dakhan that is south and ventilators on uttar that is
northern side. It is closer to nature but modern builders have not
concentrated on these facts.

It is said that the craftsmen at Kirri were all Muslims and business
was in the hands of Hindus. The remaining old buildings signify expertise
of craftsmen not only in the domain of construction but in their aesthetics
as well. It is amazing that symmetry is maintained in designs whether

354 .
Diya is an oil lamp, made up of baked clay.
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at bricks. It is well said that arntefacts provide

on wood or
877) says about Venice and

working in stone. ’
¢ of past, as John Ruskin (1

firsthand knowledg
its history:

Grear nations write  their awtobiographies —in  three
manuscripts- the book of their deeds, the book of their
words and the book of their art. Not one of these hooks can
be understood unless we read the two others; but of the

three, only quite trustworthy is the last.

[St. Mark’s Rest: History of Venice]
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