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MUSEUMS IN PAKISTAN

The first museum in Pakistan was established in Karachi
in 1851 i.e. only two years after the British armies stepped on
the soil of this country. Sir Bartle Frere was its founder. It was
soon followed by a more ambitious institution - the present day
Lahore Museum in 1864. The MacMahon Museum at Quetta,
and Peshawar Museum, Pesharaw were established in 1900 and
1907 respectively. The first purely archaeological museum was
established in 1918 at the ancient site of Taxila followed by one
each at Moenjodaro in 1925 and Harappa in 1926. The first
archival museum was established in the Punjab Secretariat in
1924 whereas the first private museum open to public was
started in the Faqir Khana, inside Bhati Gate, Lahore in 1937.
Majority of the other museums, established during this period,
were mostly meant for teaching in educational institutions.

When the country was declared independent in 1947,
there were only 16 museums. Among them only eight were really
public museums. Soon after independence, the earliest of all the
museums - Victoria Museum, Karachi was abandoned and its
collection scattered. Admittedly, this was too meagre a number
for a country then having a population of about 50 millions.
Even these few museums were nothing more than store houses
of some specific collections. Their educational potentials were
never exploited and ‘their display was seldom made appealing
aesthetically.

The nascent Government of Pakistan soon became aware
of this problem. Over a period of time, the Government, on the
one hand, planned to have more museums in various parts of the
country and, on the other hand, decided to rebuild, eszmd and
reorganize almost all the existing museums. Within four
decades, not only the number of museums increased manifold
but the quality of display and services were improved a lot. By
establishing new museums devoted to subjects like science and




technology, natural history, army, navy, fine arts, folk arts and
crafts, we were able to dispell the old notion that what Pakistani
museums present is only archaeology.

Although the last 42 yeats have brought a lot of healthy
changes in the museum movement in this country, but a lot more
is desired still to be done. The total number of museums is still
much less then the number to be desired in a country so rich in
its cultural heritage, so diversified in its ethnology and so prolific
in its prolonged history. We need a'more equitable distribution
of these museums in various 'parts of our country. Certain
classes of museums - children museums, history - museums,
period-houses, ethnological museums, science museums,
educational museums, etc for example, are still to be conceived,
planned and organized. Real educational services are yet to.be
organized in majority of our museums. What to speak of
catalogues, most of our museums still do not have even their
guide books.

The list of museums being presented here is.only an index
of the present state of museums -in Pakistan. This bare list of
museums and galleries shows what-we have achieved in the field
of museology. But, at the same time, it also serves as a reminder
of what our country still lacks:in museum-building. This is the
first humble presentation of the Pakistan Society of Archaeology
and Museums which, as yet, is only a’ifew months old. The
members are requested to bring to our notice any short coming
or omission in the list.

Dr. Saifur Rahman Dar,
T.I
General Secretary
The Pakistan Society of
Archaeology & Museums.
Lahore Museumn, 15th Scp"telﬁbe'r, 1989.
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